
82.· 
ISSUE #2 

INTERNATIONAL WHO'S WHO DIRECTORY 

Editor: Jim Melesciuc 
Address: 43 Harrison Street 

Reading, MA 01867 USA 
Hotline: (617) 944-0686 

NOVEMBER, 1987 

The first limited edition of the UFO Phenomenon Community Who's Who directory will be 
published by the end of March, 1988. More than 200 entries from a diverse group of 
people representing at least 28 countries will be included in:the book. 

Not just a biography; the directory will be a unique working tool for investigators, 
organization administrators and researchers. The contents of the Who's Who includes: 
names of participants; their education/background, activities, positions on the subject; 
more than 150 organizations; over 70 publications; projects; dealers; indexing by country; 
and, much more. 

The book will be soft-covered and perfect bound, consisting of more than 100 pages 
measuring 5�" by 8�". The cover price for the directory is economical at $6.95 per 
copy, plus postage. 

Fdr further information, please contact Robert D. Boyd, UFO Phenomenon Community Who's 
Who, P. O. Box 66404, Mobile, Alabama 36606, U. S. A. 

************************************** 

NEW POSITION OFFERED BY CAUS 

CAUS (Citizens Against UFO Secrecy) has invited Marge Christensen to serve as its Director 
of Public Relations. The duties of this position would vary according to the UFO 
situation, and would probably include the publication of an interim newsletter which 
would be published between issues of JUST CAUSE. The position will become effective on 
January 1, 1988. 

**************************************** 

THE ITALIAN CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES INVJTES NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE 

The Italian Center for UFO Studies w.ishes to exchange newsletters with any groups who 
publish them. The Italian Center issues newsletters which reach more than 300 
Italian ufologists. A few other publications include "ITUFOR" (newsletter in English) , 
"Notiziario Archivio Stampa" (Italian newsclipping service), 11Documenti UFO" monographs 
(P. Fiorino's catalogue of Italian CE-lli's and M. Verga's annotated cata�logue of 
Italian trace-landing cases) and "Bollettino RUC" (the newsletter of CISU Computer UFO 
Network in English). Anyone interested in an exchange can contact: Centro Italiano 
Studi Ufologici, Corso Vittorio Emanuele 108, 10121 Torino, Italia, Attention: Edoardo 
Russo. 

**************************************** 

RADIO-TV\/ LOG 

Geraldo Rivera, Channel 9, WMUR-TV featured a segment on abductions with Bruce 
Maccabee and Budd Hopkins as guests. This was aired on November 2, at 4:00 p. m. 

**************************************** 

COMMENTARY BY MARGE CHRISTENSEN 

In 1982, MUFO N s P. I. P. E. (Public Information and Public Education) Committee was 
formed. Since then it has met annually at symposia and has been the only active committee 
in MUFON to persevere for that many years. P. I. P. E. has a long list of achievements 
including the production of a set of slides and narrative for lecture use; two UFO 
course syllabi; a field investigator's exam; a media policy for MUFON representatives. 
Moreover, P. I. P. E. also initiated the first National UFO Information Week, and furnished 
State organizations with a media packet for the first two years' observances of this 
week. Also, P. I. P. E. has furnished several state organizations with materials for 
free-standing UFO displays. Advance publicity for the past four symposia was 
furnished by P. I. P. E. as well. 

There is still much work to be done in the areas of public information and public 
education, but it won't be done by P. I. P. E. The P. I. P. E. Committee has been disbanded. 
Sadly, this group of leaders in Ufology from all corners of the country, has become 
tired, and has lost its enthusiasm. 

Continued on next page 
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Times ha�e changed drastically this year, and perhaps it is simply time to move on to 
other things. This seems to be the prevailing attitude of P. I. P. E. members. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 17 of. these individuals who have 
worked diligently on this committee. Their assistance has been invaluable, and is 
very much appreciated. 

We tried to make a real difference in Ufology. We tried to e�levate this field to the 
status of a voluntary profession, rather than a hobby. We tried to prove that we 
could be professional; that we could adhere to high standards, although we are a 
volunteer group. We tried to show that accuracy and objectivity are more important 
than getting headlines without factual documentation. 

Now it is up to the rest of you to decide whether or not to carry on where the P. I. P. E. 
Committee left off. Some of us will soon be going on to other endeavors, though 
still related to Ufology in one form or another. None of us has given up on the UFO 
subject. It's human nature that we have grave doubts about. 

************************************* 

As most of you know� articles in scientific literature that deal with anomalous phenomena, 
UFOs, natural phenomena, etc. are very hard to come by due to cost, availability or 
simply not knowing where to look for them. From time to time this newsletter will 
reprint these articles when they are brought to our attention. Two intriguing letters 
were printed in the British Journal of Meteorology by Mr. B. J. Burton. The first 
letter dated 11/77 gave this account: My attention was caught by the following report 
in the New Hebrides News, which is issued by the British Residency Information Office, 
Vila (issue dated 9 September 1977). A mysterious flying object has been sighted in 
the Santa Cruz Island on three separate nights. The object was described as a "very 
bright light'' or a "ball of fire" which travelled at high speed across the sky just 
below cloud level lighting up the ground underneath. One of the obdects was said to 
have landed but nothing was found when people rushed to the spot. A spokesman said that 
it was a strange phenomenon. The theories range from the spirit of a dead man to a 
flying saucer from another planet. Scientists from Honiara could not offer any 
explanation. The reference to one of the objects landing without anything being found, 
and the reference in paragraph 1 to a 11ball of fire .. , and also- the reported position of 
the lights b�t�e�n-·cloud· and:gtouhd"would£�11 ·support �he hypothesis that these were-· 
s-ight·ings .. of-ball-lightning. " .·.If-this was the·case, _-·it!wbu:ld be most interesting as the 
phenomenon was observed on three separate nights. 

· 

The second letter by B. J. Burton was printed in January, 1978: Further to_my letter, 
published in the Journal, Vol. 2, No. 23, p. 340, I have received a reply to my request 
to the British Office in Honiara for further information about the sighting of a bright 
object over Santa Cruz island. This reply is given below. 

The enquiry in your letter of 18 October 1977 was put to the Meteorological Bureau 
in Honiara as well as to the Government Marine Department. Meteorology_has replied 
that the weather conditions in the Santa Cruz area at that time, 10-23 July, mainly 
consisted of scattered to broken low and middle cloud with soms showers in the area. 
Rain was recorded on the 23rd and a temperature range of 24-30 Celsius. No thunder­
storms were reported. The local meteorological staff did not see the light which was 
reported by an American medical doctor in the area studying hepatitis. She lives in 
Washington, D. C. Marine Department received no official report of the sighting and tend 
to be skeptical about the matter saying that they were reported to Information Service 
when the subject of UFOs was topical. They consider it unlikely that a meteorological 
phenomenon would appear in the same place on three successive nights. Although rather 
negative in content I hope this information will be of some assistance to you. 

Even though no supporting evidence for ball lightning has come from my enquiry, I feel 
it can still not be entirely ruled out as a possible explanation for the br·ight object. 

(Cr. B. Greenwood) B. J. Burton 

**************************************** 

Now y�� -k_now 
By United Pre.ss Intematlonal 

The most intense -rainfall re­
corded in modern times was be­
l ieve d to be i n  Bar s t, 
Guadeloupe, where readings 
showed that 1.5 inches of rain. 
fel l in a sing le minute o n  Nov. · 
26,1970. 

geographic· center 
American· continent .is� .In P,ierce 
County, North Dakota, six ·miles 
west of Balta. · · · 
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SIGHTINGS IN VIRGINIA 

Date: Wednesday, October 14, 1987 

Location: Wythe County and Richmond (Southwest Virginia) 

Weather: Clear starlit sky 

A woman with two children ages 2 and 4 were travelling north on Interstate 95 toward 
Richmond. The two children became unusually calm and pointed out multiple lights to 
their mother. The traffic slowed as other witnesses were noticing the strange lights. 
Suddenly the car radio stopped working and the headlights dimmed. The charge light 
on the dashboard came on. The altitude of the object was reported to be at about 
30 ft. The size of the object was estimated as the size of a house approximately 1, 000 
sq. ft (the woman compared the object to the size of her neighbor•s house) . The object 

---------------------- came to within 50 yards of the vehicle. She described the lights 
lights as flashing red, blue, green and yellow. There was no noise. 
Cars on the highway had pulled over. The duration of the sighting 
was approximately two minutes. At this time a spherical red object, 
much smaller and glowing brightly, approached the larger object. Both 
objects then appeared to be maneuvering as if playing a game of hide 
and seek. When the smaller object approached the larger object very 
close, they both disappeared instantly in a shower of white lights. 
She then tried the ignition and the car started right up. 

1Another family, Mr. and Mrs. Aker and their two children observed two 
i airplane-shaped objects accompanied by a faint; humming noise. The 
·I husband, Elmo Aker, said that the area residents frequently see 
'military aircraft on maneuvers and what they had just seen was not �����normal aircraft. He said the object that he and his family observed 
j hardly made a sound, that it was flying unusually slow, and was 

..• . . . . . StaSgt-oyMaltlll 
ComPosite drawing of �ecent Richmond sighting 

! bigger than a bomber. The Aker sighting was rare in that it was 
i still daylight, though the light was fading fast. 

Many of the other sightings coincide with the Akers• report. The 
1 lighting patterns match almost exactly. Geraldl·•Musser observed the 
object while out hunting raccoon. · He described it as a 11humongous 11 
thing with lights flashing all the way around. While he was watching 

. it another similar object came right up behind it. He then saw a 
'reddish-orange sphere accompanying the objects. 

Billie Rosenbaum stepped out of his house to get a little fresh air. 
He saw two objects almost exactly like those reported by Gerald 

__ .......:;,..._ __ Musser. He ran over and woke his neighbor up and together they watched 
the objects make a slow tour of the ridge above his house. 

That same night, Jack and Carolyn Ellison spotted objects slowly maneuvering through 
the air above their mobile home. The composite sketch of what they saw matched that of 
the Aker sighting. Jack Ellison is retired from the U.S. Air Force and is no stranger 
to aircraft. He speculated that it could possibly be an experiment of the Star Wars 
Defense System. Ironically, the next day a Stealth bomber went down which made him think 
of what he had seen. 

Bettie Patton also reported seeing the same object, with one exception. She observed 
a smaller glowing sphere coming out of the top of the larger object. She added that the 
small object maneuvered away and curved toward Cripple Creek. The larger object appeared 
to follow it and emitted a low humming sound. She said it was strange and she felt she 
was being stared at. 

The dozen or so independent witnesses of the Richmond and Wythe County sightings were, 
for the most part, in agreement that: 

1. The objects were silent except for an occasional low humming sound or bee-like sound. 
2. The objects can hover or fly so slow they appeared to hover. 
3. The objects appeared in groups of two or three. The red, green, yellow and white 

lights usually did not flash. 
4. Several witnesses were convinced the objects were part of a clandestine military 

operation. 
5. Dogs in the areas which were overflown by the objects were not affected though they 

all react when strangers approach. 
6. The people reporting the sightings have never seen a UFO before. 
7 .  Witnesses gave the impression the objects were not hostile. 

In a follow-up to Mark Holmberg, a reporter who interviewed several of the witnesses, I 
was informed that the Associated Press reported a couple of day�after the sightings, that 
the Tenn. Air National Guard were responsible for some of the sightings as they were 
practicing refueling missions. 



./ Boston Globe · Nov 2 87 

. ·-·"'
· 

... 

Q . .. Fly-by" pictures of the Martian surface show what 
. appears to be a human face with all the facial character!�, 
tics. What are the analyses and opinions of this discovery?;� 
M. W., Randolph. �., 

A. The picture, taken by a Viking orbiting· spacecraft dur- ,... 
tng the 1976 mission to Mars. was released to the media th��: 
year by Viking chief scientist Ger- . 
aid Soffen with the tongue-In­
cheek remark that he had the first 
picture of a real Martian. 

Whlle the mlle-long mesa does 
have the suggestion of an eye and 
mouth, Soffen said later It was a . 
trick' of shadow and Ught that dis­
appeared when seen under differ­
ent Ughttng conditions. 

.. , 

..� 
I �J 

_J Natural formations that resem­
ble faces are notoriously easy to 
find, says US Geological Survey 
planetary geologist Harold Ma- ,, sursky. New Hampshire's ''Old -i Man of the Mountains" is just one ,. , 
well-known example, he says. ..� �he overwhelming consensus · · · en of scientists ts that the picture is amusing but of no real slgnlf�-.J ' 

cance. But a few people suggest that It, and some pyramidal.:� formations seen nearby, are Intriguing enough to warrant fur�:;j 
·ther study. Former astronaut Brian O'Leary Writes In his new -i·· 
book "Mars 1999'': "I am urging that high-resolution Imagery:-� 
of the face and surrounding region at a variety of Ughttng con<;� 
dttlons be performed as a high priority on the 1992 Mars 0� . .  � . 
server mission,"- the next US spacecraft scheduled to be sent:·.:� 
to Mars. · -� ·•· 

Earthquakes 
AndUFOs 

U
FO reports seem to follow a cycle 
associated with patterns of earth­

quakes, with an abrupt increase following 
seismic activity. It is a regional effect, 
located within the general area of the 
earthquake, and has been found for 
central USA, Washington state, the 
Toppenish Ridge in Washington, the 
Uinta Basin in Utah, and for Carmen, 
Manitoba. These findings have recently 
been replicated in Sweden, using data 
for the period of 1963 through 1978, 
according to a report in Perctplunl and 
Motor Slcills (1986, Vol. 63, pp. 921-2). 

The researcher responsible for these 
studies, M.A. Persinger, speculates that 
the relationship suggests that UFO 
reports are associated with luminous 
activity resulting from tectonic stress 
and strain within the crust of the earth. 

Inward 
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Author's address: Environmental 
Psychophysiological Lab, Department of 
Psychology, Laurentian University, Sud­
bury, Ontario, Canada P3E 2C6 . • 87 (Cr. R. Gior ano) 

. - :- �;; �--:-.-:7: .!(.!+��-� _··Now you kno� l . .. . 

By United P�ess Ini�rnational 
·:-- It tal[es ·the planet. Pluto 

. 
· �- ��. y'e· �· I "s!&J)���Iv:e'llft 

· �··lli�:.JUQ,.�while'Sl�titltes-. 'M��I'i 
� ��tth�eemQ�lat.\1 

--The- pr�:-�ach 

-
Is ·I used to describe, super­

sonic speed. When a plane moves at the 
·
· �peed , o( sound It Is . 

-Mach 1. 
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INNOVATIVE 
NOTEBOOK 

SCIENTIFIC SPECULATION BY .JUENEMAN 

the anatomy of a UFO 
lN A NOTEBOOK ENTRY A WHILE BACK, 
I was taken to task by a few UFO 
buffs, for making light of a "seri­
ous study" by equally serious in­
vestigators-a most unscientific atti­
tude on my part. Tsk. 

Since I was asked to do penance 
for my unprofessional behavior, I 
sat in the comer and read T. S. 
Kuhn's Structure of Scientific Revo­
lutions, nodding sagely from time to 
time at his incisive characterization 
describing these events. But I came 
away as incorrigible as ever, and 
even adding a few new "goodies" to 
the earth-air-fire-water syndrome ele­
ments which make up what I call 
the silly season-along with baseball, 
Frisbee-at-the-beach, and UFOs. 

Speaking of UFOs, several years 
ago when I first became enchanted 
with the idea of extraterrestrial civi­
lizations, a brief foray into the "tech­
nical'� literature on such things 
showed that unusual samples were 
being found here on planet earth, 
purportedly from alien spacecraft. · 

One such occurance in which I was 
keenly· interested, which apparently 
also grabbed the. collective imagina­
tion of the Aerial Phenomena Re­
search Organization ( APRO), was 
described in detail by AFRO's Bra­
zilian correspondent, the late Dr. 
Olavo Fontes, in Coral E. Lorenzen's 
1966 book Flying Saucers. 

It seems that in late 1957 a small 
group of fishermen, while doing 
their thing on Ubatuba Bay, Sao 
Pa!llo, saw a troubled flying disc 
come zipping in and approach the 
water, veer up again and explode in 
a shower of brilliimt sparks. 

The mariners were able to locate 
and collect fragments, a few of 
which were sent to the home of 
Rio de Janiero's society editor of 
0 Globo, Ibrahim Sued, and to his 
newspaper office; whence the pieces 
ultimately found their way to Dr. 
Fontes and APRO. 

Now, here was something with 
which to ogle, fondle, and sniff in 
the prescribed scientific manner. 

Dr. Fontes took the samples to 
the Laboratorio da Producao Min­
eral- which group has been more 
recently saddened by the passing of 
their mentor, professor Fritz Feigl. 
By arc spectrography the fragments 
were detemlined to be of a high 

purity magnesium. Replicate density 
measurements by Dr. Augusto Bap­
tista gave a value of 1.866 glee, 
somewhat high as compared to the 
nominal 1.742 glee found with 
"terrestrial" magnesium. 

It is known that the element Mg 
has three stable isotopes, and a quick 
calculation shows that each should 
have the densities: Mg24, 1.719 g/ 
cc; Mg2a, 1.790; and Mg26, 1.862. 
Thus, on casual inspection one is 
temptingly drawn to the conclusion 
that these "alien" pieces are a pure. 
isotope of Mg26, and from a tech­
nology far in advance of earth 
circa 1957. 

But if this were so, the news was 
received apathetically outside of 
UFO circles. A US Air Force la­
boratory reportedly consented to 
analyze a fragment with an arc 
spectrograph, but when the sample 
was destroyed without getting a film 
exposure naturally they were re­
fused additional . samples. (Some­
how, at that time· few people seem 
to have heard of NDT.) 

So it was, that by the time I 
pulled up to the campfire some 
elev�n years later, the ashes had 
grown pretty cold. Correspondence 
to those in and around APRO 
elicited no response, and it appeared 
that the Ubatuba Bay incident was 
either forgotten or my confidences 
weren't being sought. Assuming the 
latter, and to follow up some loose 
threads, an independent approach 
was indicated. 

Through the kind auspices of Dr. 
Ralph Oesper, Professor Emeritus of 
Chemistry at the University of Cin­
cinnati, I contacted Professor Feigl 
iri Rio de JaniCI·o, who infmmed me 
in tum that Dr. Fontes· had died 

two months prior, in June of 1968, I 
and referred me to Dr. Baptista for · 1 
analytical information. I 

Dr. Baptista recalled the frag­
ments, and expressed some concern 
over the accuracy of his density de­
terminations, particularly in view of 
the preliminary results being pub­
lished in an American magazine 
"by a lady who claimed that the 
particles originated from a flying 
saucer." He further stated that he 
didn't concur in this judgment, but 
thought that the pieces were part of 
a US rocket which was fired down­
range into the South Atlantic, and 
he also intimated that it may have 
flown off course and was subse­
quently destroyed. 

It seems logical then that AFRO 
wasn't about to get much satisfac­
tion from the Air Force, as a stray 
rocket into Brazilian waters could 
have some unfortunate political re­
percussions. Besides, such things 
mustn't be discussed in ,polite diplo­
matic circles. 

Sometime later, I finally did con­
tact APltO and chatted with Dr. 
James Harder of UC Berkeley, who 
infmmed me that there were some 
1,000 ppm metallic impurities found 
iri the magnesium fragments, which 
would only be enough to raise the 
specific gravity slightly, but con­
fmming to the 1.751 glee as found 
by an AEC lab sometime later. 

However, one might assume that 
1957 magnesium castings were not 
of homogeneous manufacture and 
hence of variable density, nor would 
the comparative purity of the sam­
ples be outside our technical know­
how during that period-as primitive 
as things might appear from our 
own time slot. 

I'm convinced that there are 
such· things as UFOs. Too many 
people have seen them. But I hesi­
tate to think that they are intelli- I gently controlled, being much more 
inclined to believe they're unchar- �� 
acterized natural events. 

Nevertheless, let the reader de­
cide for himself. In any case, we're 
bound and determined to fashion 

,our own conclusions anyway. j But, I'm left to wonder how the ! fisherman knew the address of Mr. 
Ibrahim Sued's home. • 

Frederic B. ]ueneman, director/re­
search, INCA. 

INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH-MAY 197� 
. 

'· 



L�tters 

tO's Merit Sdentific Study 
JtriHtt'� frolfa llti' 11 Octobtr

' 1966 
IF.NCE tc•ith tllr. ltr'"i11io11 of ill rtlitor1 

••� Dr. llyHd.) 
Twenty yeau after the first puhlic: furor over 
UFO'• (called "ftyinr uuc:en" then) report• 
of u•·o•• continue to accumulate. The Air 
··orc:e hall now dec:idl'd to �rive inc:rca�ed sci­
entific attention to the UFO phenomenon. 
Thus I feel under some obli�tation to report 
to my scientific c:olleaauu, who coul«l not be 
upc:c:ted to keep up with 10 sceminalr biurre 
• fidel, the tti"t or my experience in "ntoni· 

· t orintr the noille level" over the years in nty 
capacity as scientific consult:mt to the Air 
··orcc:. In doin�t 10, I feel somewhat like a 
traveler to exotic lands anti faraway Jtlac:cA, 
•·ho discharges his obligation to those •·ho 
stayed at home by tellinr them of the strange 
ways of the nativu. 

Uurin.r my long period or auoc:iation with 
the report• or stran�rc: thin�rs in the sky, I CX• 
rccte•l th:lt each lull in the receipt of reports 
!liJrnall'cl the end of the epi1ode, only to sec the 
:u:ti\'ity renew, in ju1t the pa1t two ycars it ha1 
ri1en to a new high. Dc!lrite the fact that 
thc �rrc:�.t ntajority of rcport!l re1ulted from 
mililll'ntific::�.tion!l o( otherwise familiar thing!l, 
n1y own concern ancl 11ensc or pc:nonal rc!IJtOn!li· 
hility have inc:rca1cd and caused me to urge the 
initiation o( a mc::mingful sc:icntific invutiga. 

· tinn of the rc•icluc: of puzdinr UFO c:a"t's hy 
1•hy•ical and scScial scientist!!, I have guarcl· 

·et.lly rai•ed this suuestion in the literature' 
and at various official hearing•, hut with 
little suc:c:c!IA, UFO was a term that called forth • 

buffoonery ancl caustic banter; this was both 

AEROSPACE· 

.. NOSTALGIA II 

(Least we forget) 

a uu:o;c and an dTc:ct of the J.:�clc of liCil'ntific 
attention. I !IJtl'.:tk hHe only of the p111.1.ling 
rl'port!l; · thl'rl' i1 little pnint 1<1 l'Oill'l'rll our· 
!lt·h·\·!i with rt·pnrts that c.:�n hl• l'.:t!'ily tr.:tl'l'<l 
to h.:�lloon�. !l;ttt>llitc�, ;tncl ··ml'trnr!l, :'\rithl'r 
is there 'any point to totke account of v;tguc 
oral or writtl'n. rl'ports which cont.:�in few 
information hits. \Ve ll<'l'<l only he conl'erm·•l 
with "harcl clata," cldinl'cl here a!l n·port!'', 
nt:�.cle hy !IC:\'Cral re!lltOII!Iihlc witnl'!l!le!l, of 
�ighting!l v.·hich la!ltecl a rt'a!lonahlc: length 
of time and which wcrc reported in a coherent 
manner. 

l h;n·c: strongly urged the Air Force to a!<k 
r•hy1ical anrl 1ocial 11cienti�ts of 11taturc to 
n1ake a re111•ectahle, llchol: uly !lllllly nf the l'FO 
1•henomenon. Now th.:tt the first firnt lltl"p!l 
have hecn taken toward 1111d1 a !ltncly , 1 c.:tn 
H't forth something of wh:'lt I have Jearnc:cl, 
1•articularly a!l it rdatl's to frt'quently macle 
mi�!ltatement!l ahout UFO'!!. Somc of thc:sc 
11tatemcnt11 which lt'acl to mi!lconet•J•tions ar(': 

(I) Otrly UFO "buffs" rrf'•"' UFO'.r. The 
exact oppo1itc i11 much ncarcr the truth. Only a 
lll'gli�tihle handrul of reJtOrt!l !luhmittc:d to the 
Air Force arc from the "true hclic\·cr,c,'' the 
sante who attend lTFO eonvc:ntion!l and

· 
who 

arc members of "gee-whi7." grOU(t!l, It ha!l hct>n 
n1y exl'crit•ncc that •1 uitc gcnt•rally the truly 
Jtuzzling re110rts come from reoJllc who have 
not �tiven ntuch or any thought to UFO'!!. 

(2) UFO',, orr rrf'orlrd It�· 1111rrlioblc•! ''" ' 
slohlr, o11d uurtlucntrd /'c'•'f'lr. Thill i11, of 
cour!le, true. Hut tTFO's an• relttlrtccl in CV('II 
greater numbers hy reli.:thle, stable, and edu­
catecl l'eoplc. The most articulate rl'ports come 
from obviou!lly intelligent ohsl'rvcrs; dullards 
rarely overcome their inherent inertia towarcl 
making written reports. 

(3) UFO'.r arc lltt•c•r rrJtortrd ''·'' scicutifi· 
roll;l' troiucd flro/'lr. Thill ill unc•tnivocally 
fal11e. Somc of the \'Cry ht·st, most coherl'nt 
reports have come from scientifically trained 
(tt'ople. It is true that 5cienti"t!l are rcluctant 
to malce a public report. They also U!lually re·· 
quest anonymity which is alway5 grantc•l. 

(4) UFO's arr tiC't•rr srr11 at closr ralrgr 
and ar� alwll)'S rrf'orlctl t!Of!ltc/y. \Vhen we 
speak of the "body of JtU%7.1ing rctJorts, we 
exclude all . those v.·hich fit the abo,•c dcscriJl· 
tion. I have in my files several hundred re­
ports which are fine brain teasers and could 

Soviet Union acknowledges UFOs 
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS once 
were thought to be the exclusive prop­
ertv of neurotic minds in the Western 
he�isphere-particularly in the U.S. 
And until recently, the Soviet political 
and scientific communities seemed 
quite bent on perpetuating this view­
point while, at the same time, deny­
ing that such foolishness as UFOs ex-
isted in Russia. 

· 

In spite of this evidence, the U.S. 
Air Forc�as keeper of the nation's 
UFO reports-has funded a scientific 
investigation into UFO reports. Results 
of the study, being headed by Dr. Eu­
gene U. Condon, professor of physics 
at the University of Colorado and a 
member of the Industrial Research Ed­
itorial Advisory Board, have been 
promised for late this fall. 

l,,•• . . o:' 
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UFO REPORT DUE IN FALL 
Dr. Edward U. Condon heads study 

Now it seems the Soviets after all 
do have a scientific interest in UFOs. 
For the first time, a Soviet astron­
omer recently admitted that UFOs had 
been sighted over Russia. Another,

· 
a 

Soviet Air Force general, revealed 
that an official commission had been 
seated to investigate the phenomena. 

The astronomer, Dr. Feliks Zigel 
of the Moscow Aviation Institute, is 
calling for global investigation of 
UFOs, citing them "a problem of 
prime importance that can be solved 
only by joint effort of all the scien­
tists of the world." 

Zigel claims the most popular So­
viet UFO is "a luminous orange colored 
crescent flvinsz with its outward bend 
forward." · -

He also reports · that a scientific 
:. team already has studied some 200 
·reports of sightings, including those 

by astronomers at the Kazan and Kos­

�.Jovodsk observatories. 
· : At least one American scientist, Dr . .. 
J. Allen Hynek, cautions that such a 
Soviet revelation can mean only that 
they are signaling the start of a race 

The planet Piuto was 
first sighted In 1930 by 
Cl yde . T o m b a ug,hw at  
ArlzO'na's lowell Obser­
vatory. 
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eot�ily he ma•le thf' !';Uhject of prolitahlt- •b· 
cu:o;sion amon�r rhy�ical ancl �ocial !<Cil'ntis:;. 
:llikr. 

( 5) Tlrr Air For(l' ha.r 1111 r:·idn1rr that 
(Jfo"O'.r (lrr r.rtrcr-trrrotrinl "" rrprnrut ad­
t•nun·d lrrlrm>ln!1y of auy kiud. Thi� is a true 
stat<'llll'lll hut i1 wicidy intl'rprl'tt'd to mc.\n 
th.:tt th<'rl' i� <'Vidence a�tain!'\t th<' t ..... ·o hy­
pnthf'S<'l'. A!l lon�t a� th<'re ar� "uniclc:ntifi<'tl!\," 
thC' fttll·�tion mu11t ohviou:o�ly rem.:� in oprn. 1: 
we km·w what tht'y were, tht'y would no longer 
he ll FO'!i- they woulol Itt' 1 Fo·�. Itkntifit'ol 
Flying Olljl'Ctll! 1 f you lcnow thl' an�wer he· 

foreh.:tn•l, it il'n't re!lc:arch. No truly 11cicntific 
in\'l'!lti,::ation of the UFO t•henomenon ha� ev<'r 
I>C'l'll \mcll'rtakt'n·. Arc we making the Name mi�· 
take th<' Frt'nch ,\c:ulrmy o( Scif'IICt'll maclc 
�ht'n thl'y cli!! mis!lc•l llloriu of "stones that fell 
from the slcy"? Finotlly, however, meteorites 
Wl're ma<ll' rl'!lf>ec:tahle in the cycll o( !lcience. 

(6) UFO rrJtorl.r ar,• fl(llrrotrtl h.v publicity. 
One cannot •leny that th<'rc i� a positive fceci· 
haclc, a stimulatl'd l'mi�l'ion nf report�, who1 
sil{htin�t!l arc wiclcly ruhlici7c:•l, !Jut it is un· 
warrant<'cl to a!l!lert that thi!l i!l the �ole cau•w 
o( high inciclc:nce of l T FO report!';, 

(7) UFO'.r lrnt't' llrt•rr brru .ri_q/rtrd 011 radar 
or flltcJIOtlrnplrrd b,\' mt'lror or .wtrllitr :rarl.-iu,J 
(Omrra.r. Thi!! statement i!l not cquiv.;ll'l:t !,) 
saying th.:tt radar, mctt•or cam<'ras, :�ncl 'atci 
lite tracking 11tation1 have not pid.•:r. ' ·. 

' 'odclitic11" on their !'eopu or film!l that :1;: 
remainccl unitll'ntific•l. It h.:ts hc·l'n lightly .. 
!CIIIlll'•l that ahhou�th uniclentifit·d. the od.(c, ·. 

were not uni•lenti#i.:thlc: as conv(·ntional .-,h:c ·' 
For these H'.:t!'Oil!l I C;tnnot di�nti�s :r:c i .. : �; 

phcnom<'non with a shrug. Thl' "hard , . · 

ca:<l'S contain frequent allu!�ions to recu 
lcincmatic, geometric, :\llcl lumincs('CIIt · ·• . · 

acteristic11. I have begun _to ft•(•l th:�.t there is 
a tendcncy in 20th-century !lcil·ncc to forr,el 
that there will he a 21!1t-century j;CiC'IICl', :tn•' 
inclcecl, a JOth·cl'ntury !Ccil'nc<', from which 
vantage poi nt!! our lcnowlcrlgc of the univer�c 
may ar1lear quite different. \Ve suffer, per· 
hap!l, from tcniJtOral provinciali�m, a form n� 
arrogance that hall alway!l irritate•! po�lcriiy. 

J. Allen H;rr.·�·� 
Dearborn Observatory, Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois 6020 l. 

Relerence 
I. J. 0�1. Soc. Amrr., Vot 43, p. 311, 1953. 

to solve the UFO puzzle. Hynek is 
director of Northwestern University's 
Dearborn Observatory �nd a leadir:g 
proponent of a scientific UFO investi-
gatio� ' 

"We know enough now about the 
way the USSR announces its scien­
tific advances-the element of surprise 
the Russians have built into every 
step of their space program is one 
example-to guess that a Soviet scien­
tist would hardly call for 'a many­
sided, careful scientific investigation' 
of a phenomenon unless such an in­
vestigation· already were going on," 
Hynek declares. 0 
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Planets 
The planets of the 

solar system, In order of 
their mean distance 
from the sun, are Mercu­
ry, Venus, Earth, Mars, 
Juplte�, Saturn, Uranus, 
Neptune and Pluto. Both 
Uranus and Neptune are 
visible through good 
field glasses. But Pluto 
Is so distant and small 
that only large tele· 
scopes make It visible. 

I. 
' 


